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division heads take new posts 


A chain reaction, triggered by the retirement of Percy S. 
Bailey, brought about three other changes at division-head level, 
effective October 15. 


Bailey, Engineer of Secondary Roads, retired and accepted 
a position in private enterprise. Moving in to head D-14 was 
H. L. Arno, vacating the position of Director of Personnel. 
Transferring to top spot in D-13 was Fred T. Bennett—from 
D-16, where he had been Director of Travel and Information. 


Moving up to head Travel and Information Division was 


Tom H. Taylor, formerly Assistant Director in that same 


eppsten. P. S. BAILEY H. L. ARNO 
Bailey leaves the Department with a record of 36 years, in- : Retired to : ae D-14 
cluding service as District Engineer at Childress and El Paso Private sent eps Division Head 
and four years as State Maintenance Engineer prior to his six 
years as Engineer of Secondary Roads. 
New D-14 head Arno has been with the Highway Department .. FRED T. BENNETT TOM H. TAYLOR 
since his graduation from A. & M. College in 1933. He started D-13 D-16 
Division Head Division Head 


as a Rodman, coming up to Designing Engineer in Highway 
Design Division and later Assistant State Construction En- 
gineer prior to becoming head of Personnel Division. Arno 
served almost five years during World War II with the U. S. 
Corps of Engineers. 


Bennett, 35 years an employee of the Department, served as 
head of Travel and Information Division for seven years before 
moving to his new D-13 position. Prior to that he was Engineer 
of Traffic Services, with previous service including Resident 


Engineer and Instrumentman. 


New division head Taylor started working for the Depart- 


ment summers in Courtesy Stations when he was in East ‘Texas 


State Teachers College. After graduation in 1942, he entered 
the army as a special agent in the Counter Intelligence Corps, 
serving in this capacity until the close of the war. He now 
holds the rank of major in the Active Military Intelligence 
Reserve. Taylor returned to the Department in 1946 as Super- 
visor of Information Bureaus, and has served in the information 
section of the Department since that time, these past three years 


as Assistant Director of Travel and Information Division. 


F. W. Brown 
Senior Resident Engineer 
District 12 


Hurricanes are not strangers to District 12. However, they 
are as welcome as distant relatives with six kids and often 
cause as much damage. In spite of the lack of invitation, they 
often come anyway. Such was the case with Debra, who came 
unannounced July 24, 1959. We thought that we had every- 
thing put on the top shelf or in the closets, but Debra still 
taught us some new tricks. 

One of the items that we thought had been put on the 
highest shelf, out of harm’s way, was the emergency power 
equipment for the communication system. Soon after Debra 
came through the back door of the District near Freeport late 
on a Friday afternoon, our emergency power units at Freeport, 
Angleton, and Bay City were put into use. By midnight, the 
only communication with the Angleton area was through High- 
way Department radios. The Sheriff's Department base station 
radio antenna was blown down, the electrical power lines serv- 
ing the city were down, and the long-distance telephone lines 
had ceased functioning. 

Reports of wind velocity, damage to buildings, and flood 
conditions came into the District Headquarters where they 
were processed and disseminated. So far, so good. 

The new floating bridge over the Intracoastal Canal on F. M. 
1495, a few miles southwest of Freeport, was closed according 
to previous plans. This was done before the commercial power 
failed. 


PFARMO BAronrAaCcA 


Then Debra knocked the first bric- 


a-brac off the shelf. The Coast Guard 
received a report that there were sev- 
eral fishermen stranded on Quintana 
Island. They requested that the bridge 
be opened so that they could cross the 
Canal and rescue the fishermen. The 
new swing bridge is operated by a 
diesel-driven winch, but the aprons 
are electrically operated. As the pow- 
er had failed by this time, we were 


unable to accommodate the Coast 
Guard. All was not lost, however, as 
the District Marine Superintendent 
had another bridge up his sleeve. The 
old bridge at Quintana, 1.5 miles 
closer to Freeport, was still in place 
and could be operated without elec- 
trical power. 


LESSON I — “Fishing is always 
good at Quintana; it just takes elec- 


Lessons 
from 
an 
Unwelcome 


Visitor 


trical power to get home.” 

Things rocked, washed, and blew 
along until Debra began to finish her 
visit in the Hitchcock area. With 
some abatement of the high winds 
and lowering of the tide water, the 
maintenance crews began clearing the 
debris from the highways. The elec- 
trically operated gasoline pumps were 
inoperable. Debra had done it again, 
she thought. 


LESSON II — “For modern-day 
horse, it’s ethyl two to one.” 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch 
house, Debra’s fingers were busily 
trying to open cupboards and closets. 
By early Saturday morning, the tele- 
phone calls from citizens desiring 
knowledge of road conditions in- 
creased to the point that two men 
were on the telephones continuously. 
These men, having worked through- 
out the night, were thoroughly fa- 
miliar with conditions of the District 
road net. After working some 30 
hours plus, these men were relieved 
by people who had spent the night at 
home. The replacements were not as 
familiar with the road conditions as 
they might have been. 


LESSON LIT —* You can, take» it 
with you.” 


After installation of the radio sys- 
tem was completed, we instigated the 
procedure of running all emergency 
generators once each week for a pe- 
riod of fifteen minutes. This practice 
had been faithfully carried out, but 
Debra showed us the error of our 
ways. 

LESSON IV— “The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating.” 

The commercial power at the Dis- 
trict Office had not failed during the 
night, but as the emergency generator 
had only recently been returned from 
a field trip, the District Engineer, as 
a precautionary measure, requested 
that it be checked. Back came the 
report that the generator would not 
provide electrical power that day. The 
services of an electrician would be 
required. However, just a step or so 
ahead of Debra’s pulling the switch 
on the commercial power, the gener- 
ator was put into operating condi- 
tion. 


LESSON V—“Never lend your 
wife, dog, gun, or emergency gener- 
ator.” 

At that time, the radio facilities 
at the District Headquarters consisted 
of four remote-control units located 
in the lobby and various offices of the 
main office building. The transmitter 
was and still is located in the ware- 


house. The fifth remote-control unit 
had been installed in the office of the 
District Equipment Supervisor in the 
shop. The emergency power system 
was so designed that the transmitter, 
radio tower lights, and remote-con- 
trol unit in the shop could be oper- 
ated in case of power failure. Well, 
it worked out that way except for a 
few small details. The first detail was 
that the office was much too small 
to be used by the District Engineer 
and his staff for operating the Dis- 
trict, and second, there was insuf- 
ficient electrical power for illumi- 
nation. A fluorescent desk lamp was 
hurriedly brought in, but it took a 
good flashlight to determine whether 
the lamp was burning. 


LESSON VI— “You can lead horses 
to a trough, but you can’t make 
them drink, particularly if there isn’t 
enough water.” 

We have been fortunate that dur- 
ing the past year none of Debra’s 
younger sisters have paid us a visit. 
Throughout the year, we have been 
trying to benefit from Debra’s les- 
sons so that we may be better pre- 
pared for future guests. What we have 
done is as follows. 


First, the Marine Superintendent 
no longer has an extra bridge at Free- 
port, but he now has a new 35-kw 
generator to operate the aprons of 
the F. M. 1495 Intracoastal Canal 
bridge. This generator is mounted on 
a fifteen-foot-high platform to protect 
it from hurricane tides. 

Second, as new maintenance facili- 
ties are constructed, larger gasoline 
and diesel fuel tanks are being in- 
stalled. The Maintenance Foremen 
have been instructed in the method 
by which gasoline can be obtained 
from underground tanks even though 
the electric pump is inoperative. ‘This 
will eliminate having to haul fuel to 
a section during a storm. 

Third, during prolonged emergen- 
cies such as storms or floods, key em- 
ployees have to have time for rest. 
This means that others who do not 
possibly know all of the details of the 
road conditions work at a disadvan- 
tage to both the public and the Dis- 


trict. The use of a large situation 
map showing the District road net 
has been prepared. The map is cov- 
ered with acetate. When the time 
comes, each closed road and flooded 
area will be appropriately marked. 
This map, constantly kept abreast of 
changing conditions, would permit 
anyone to quickly grasp the District 
road situation. 

Fourth, the procedure of running 
the emergency generator motors does 
not guarantee that the generator or 
the electrical circuits are in operat- 
ing condition. We have now instigat- 
ed the procedure of having each base 
station report to the District Office 
each Wednesday by radio, using emer- 
gency power. On several occasions, 
faults in generators have been dis- 
covered. 


Fifth, occasionally there arose a 
need for the temporary use of a gen- 
erator by various sections in the Dis- 
trict. The District’s emergency gener- 
ator was loaned on this basis. The 
generator, a 220-volt, single-phase, 
three-wire unit, was used for 110-volt 
lighting on one of its trips. When it 
was returned, it was not properly re- 
connected to the radio power circuit. 
In this District, emergency power gen- 
erators are no longer available on a 
loan basis. 


Sixth, the generator installed for 
operation of the District Office radio 
system was of sufficient capacity to op- 
erate the radio equipment and tower 
lights, but it did not have enough 
additional power to provide for suit- 
able illumination. A larger generator 
has been installed at the warehouse 
and the old generator moved to the 
District Office. Two portable stands 
equipped with lamps and duplex re- 
ceptacles have been constructed. 
These stands provide power to the re- 
mote-control units and sufficient il- 
lumination so that the District En- 
gineer and his staff will have adequate 
facilities for conducting the District's 
operations. 

Regardless of the name of the next 
hurricane, or when she comes, we 
hope that she does not have to teach 
us the same lessons that Debra taught. 
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District 6 Seal Coat Contract 


RECORD DAY 


The District 6 seal-coat program, 
totaling 195 miles, was started on 
June 7 and completed 30 working 
days later. Jones Brothers Dirt and 
Paving Contractors, Inc., of Odessa, 
applied 827,950 gallons of OA-175 
asphalt and 28,242 cubic yards of ag- 
gregate—with an average of 27,598 
gallons of asphalt and 941 cubic yards 
of aggregate per day. ‘The contractor 
moved his equipment a total of 490 
miles, an average of sixteen miles a 
day. 

The record day was Monday, June 
27. The contractor completed a proj- 
ect Friday and moved his equipment 
to the beginning point for Monday, 
where there were two continuous 
projects extending from the Upton 
county line north to the south city 
limits of Midland. The combined 
quantities were 98,882 gallons of as- 
phalt and 3,294 cubic yards of aggre- 
gate. Beginning at 6 A.M. and ending 
at 7:30 P.M., the contractor shot 
77,730 gallons of asphalt and laid 
2,490 cubic yards of aggregate. Weath- 
er conditions were favorable, with the 
temperature near 100°. 

To accomplish this feat, the con- 
tractor, under the direction of B. R. 
Jones, President, and J. W. Jones, 
Superintendent, used two 1,800-gallon 
asphalt distributors, one self-propelled 
spreader, a one-cubic-yard and a 
three-cubic-yard loader, six 6-cubic- 


yard dump trucks, three flat-wheel 
rollers, and seven pneumatic rollers. 
Distribution rates of .292 gallons per 
square yard for the asphalt and one 
cubic yard per 105 square yards for 
the aggregate were used. 


Two asphalt-distributor crews were 
used to increase speed. One crew 
loaded a distributor from a transport 
truck, then drove it to the location. 
When the second distributor finished 
shooting its asphalt, the loaded dis- 
tributor was taken over by the ap- 
plication crew and the empty one tak- 
en to the next location and refilled. 
The continuous spreader, with a two- 
man crew, fed by the six 6-cubic-yard 
dump trucks, followed close behind 
the distributors throughout — the 
project. 

The contractor had two flagmen on 
the job throughout the seal-coat proj- 
ect. In addition to red flags, they 
were equipped with signs marked 
“Stop” on one side and “Slow” on 
the reverse side. These men did an 
excellent job of controlling traffic 
throughout construction areas. 

Highway Department Inspectors on 
the job used strips of red flagging 
tied around rocks to mark faulty 
places on the sealed surface. One of 
these flags placed on the shoulder of 
the road opposite the spot enabled 
them to locate these places to be re- 
paired very easily. 


W. A. Davis 
Senior Resident Engineer 


and 


F. W. Nall 
Senior Engineering Assistant 


Flagmen directing traffic were 
equipped with the usual red flag 
plus a hand sign with "Stop" on 
one side and "Slow" on the other. 
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Inspectors carried referee-type 
flags to mark locations where the 
contractor needed to do additional 
work. These were pieces of red 
flagging with a rock tied in one 
corner. 


On the record day, two 1,800-gal- 
lon distributors alternated on load- 
ing and shooting the 77,730 gallons 
of OA-175. Average application 
was .292 gallon per square yard. 


As would be true of any district, District 7 men 
are proud of their roads and equipment and attempt 
to keep them both in top condition. Bordered by six 
other districts, they are always conscious of how theirs 
compare with those of their neighbors. 

According to District Maintenance Engineer R. N. 
Jennings, one practice which brings many favorable 
comments is that of keeping all equipment looking 
newly painted. They keep this new look by sending 
any vehicle that comes into the District shops for 
major repairs through the paint shop on its way out. 
If inspection shows that a touch-up or complete paint 
job is needed, the work is done then and there. 

This pays off in many ways—no rusted-out bodies, 
and more pride and effort on the part of operators 


This rear view pictures a headache 
board fitted with racks for tools. 


and mechanics in keeping equipment shipshape. 
And Walter Vannoy, Senior Equipment Supervisor, 
says better trade-ins result from this good house- 
keeping. 

Furthermore, ingenuity seems to breed in this clean 
atmosphere. Witness the steel headache boards that 
do double duty as tool racks; service trucks equipped 
with overhead rails and hoist; one-man-mount port- 
able water tanks; dump-bed safety bars; water-can 
protector flaps, and front-seat steps for the high cab 
trucks. 

Many other time- and labor-saving ideas have been 
developed by shop crews and mechanics. Collectively, 
these ideas help the men reach their goal of better- 
kept roads and equipment for District 7. 


When working under the dump bed, a me- 
chanic feels more at ease with this safety 
bar in use. 


Note the built-in step for high cabs. 


Long wheel-base trucks employ handy space 
tire racks. 


Here's District 7's one- 
man portable water tank. 
As the dump truck backs 
under the tank, the front 
legs fold under. The driv- 
er takes the water tank, 
easily loaded onto his 
truck, where it's needed. 


And this is a heavy-duty mechanic's welding 
truck. 


Moderating the annual district auditors and ac- 
countants meeting are Harry Johnson, George 
Pendergrass, and Glynn Drake. 


Accounting and warehouse procedures were subjects 
under discussion at this year’s annual meeting of dis- 
trict auditors and accountants, October 20 and 21 in 


Austin. 
Accounting and warehouse procedures used by the 
(e | rn Highway Department must conform to state statutes 


| and Board of Control and Comptroller’s Department 
: regulations, as well as those of the Highway Depart- 
ye are ment, aie 
FA  @ Cc U nn tT e | Nn TS Moderating the meeting, attended by some 80 per- 
: sons, were George Pendergrass, Director of Accounting 

Division; Harry Johnson, Assistant Director; and Glynn 
Drake, Chief of Field Audits. 

Representatives from the districts and Austin offices 
are listed at right. 


District Representatives 


George Henderson and Billy Joe Kennedy 
Lee Reese and Charles Martin 


Raymond Medford, Allen Blodgett, A. W. Spainhour, 
and Earl Burton 


Archie Dixon, Lee Hagen, and Horace Ammons 
Arthur Hanners, Billy Warren, and Harold Dunn 
H. E. McLaurin and Marvin Gillespie 

Henry Briley, Roland Howard, and D. L. Roach 
Clifford Park and William Robertson 

Elmer Kunz, Joel Williams, and Jay Howell 

Max Byrd, Douglas Parsons, and Shirley Brantley 
Charles Currie, Paul Clark, and John York 
Charles Tipton and Melvin Little 

John Vogt and Vernon Bruns 

Oscar Thoresen, Alvin Cloer, and Marvin Adams 
Daniel Burks, Cleve Stover Jr., and Milton Kohr 
Fred Khoury and Alva Bryan 


District 


17 
18 
19 
20 


21 
22 
23 
24 
25 


Houston Urban 


D-4 


D-10 
D-| | 


Representatives 


Russell Wade 
Sterling Davis and Hudson Jones 
W. C. Dickinson and June Gunter 


John DeLacie, Dan Morton Jr., and Henry Wittbecker 
Jr. 


Van Wheat and Lawrence Wilks 

Kenneth Bond and Lauris Weathers 

William Moore, Robert Cannon, and Robert Greer 

Jay Peterson and Earl Welch Jr. 

Henry Baker, Doy Skinner, and Obert Stevens 

Della Brooks and William Gregg 

John Heim, Robert Flaherty, Raymond Marek, and 


Jimmie Maguire 
Pete Smith 
George Pendergrass, Harry Johnson, George Brooks, 


Glynn Drake, Ray Boies, A. S. Cohn, Melvin Green, 
William Sanders, and John Wilson 


This stand was constructed of 
salvaged three-inch pipe and 
five-inch well casing. 


Larger stand, constructed of 
sixteen-inch I beam. 
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Vv. M. Campbell 
Senior Equipment Supervisor 


and 


C. C. Bull 
Senior Shop Foreman 
District 6 


Safety Motive 


New Type Equipment Repair Stand 


The District Shop recently constructed stands to be used un- 
der heavy equipment when it is necessary to remove tracks or 


wheels. 


Three stands were constructed of salvaged sixteen-inch I beam 
at a cost of approximately $50. The larger stand is 46 inches 
long, 22 inches high, and 24 inches at the base, and it will sup- 
port one end of a TD-14, a TD-18, or a D-7 Caterpillar. The 
smaller stands are 18 inches long, 22 inches high, and 24 inches 
at the base. These are used under small tractors, trucks, and 


lighter equipment. 


One stand was constructed of salvaged three-inch pipe and 
five-inch well casing at a cost of $7.50. This stand is 46 inches 


long, 32 inches high, and 26 inches wide at the base. 


This equipment was constructed as a result of a suggestion 
made at a safety meeting of Shop personnel, and use of these 
stands is considered much safer than either jacks or timber 


cribbing. 


The smaller stand, used on lighter 
equipment, is eighteen inches long. 
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THE CHANGING FACE 


Valley Morning Star, giving columnist 
Henry McLemore's ideas on coming 
road conditions—''On the super-high- 
ways you will never have to wonder what 
lies ahead. You'll know the answer— 
nothing. Just more flat stretches of con- 
crete, miles and miles of the stuff, tak- 
ing the shortest distance between two 
points. 

"Villages, towns and cities will be 
skirted. 

The only relief from monotony will 
be provided by an occasional detour. 

Safe, sane and intolerably dull—that 
will be the motoring of tomorrow." 


A FAIR RETURN 


Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, relating 
results of a survey taken by United 
States Bureau of Public Roads regarding 
effects of a superhighway on the area 
it transects— ‘The Bureau has found that 
the indirect effects are far more bene- 
ficial than anyone suspected. 

The study showed that the resale 
value of homes abutting expressways re- 
mains constant, or at worst, falls only 
slightly . . . that retail trade in such 
towns slumps temporarily, but tends to 
. that the 
value of adjacent farms rises instead of 


recover and even improve . . 


declining . . . that industry chooses to 
expand in areas served by new roads. 

'". . Inasmuch as Americans do 85 
per cent of their vacation travel by 
automobile, it is easy to see what the 
new highways are doing for that seg- 
ment of the economy." 


Corpus Christi Caller, anticipating an- 
other comprehensive traffic study there 
—''Participation in urban traffic surveys 
is one of the more valued services which 


16 


the Texas Highway Department offers 
this state's cities. And a new survey is 
certainly well worth the $25,000 in the 
current budget that is allocated to the 
city's contribution on the cost. A single 
public works mistake caused by inade- 
quate traffic data could cost much more 
than that." 


Dallas Morning News, extolling Texas’ 
highway system—''The 41,000 miles of 
interstate freeways now programed will 
cost in excess of $50,000,000,000. But 
the saving in human lives may pay for 
that system many times over in the long 


run. 


WE'RE STILL EARTH BOUND 


Dallas Times Herald, on man-made 
satellites and the ‘motor age''—". 
as a matter of fact, many more of us 
are still motorized than are rocket or jet 
propelled. 

“As yet, the snail's pace automobile, 
truck and bus show no signs of going 
the way of the horse and buggy—come 
what may in the wild blue yonder." 


TOWN TALK 


Amarillo Sunday News-Globe, viewing 
the Interstate System—''New surveys in- 
dicate that future highway demands may 
surpass what was expected five years 
ago when plans for the interstate system 
were first drawn up... . Talk has been 
heard in Congress of adding another 
7,000 miles to the network. It is clear 
that the interstate system never will be 
truly completed." 


LET THE LAW DO IT 


San Angelo Standard-Times, quoting 
the East Texas Chamber of Commerce 


Manager Fred Pool on litterbugging— 
Texas, with the best highways in the 
entire South, has little to be proud of 
when compared with the cleanliness of 
the rights of way of highways through 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and Flor- 
ida, where a stiff fine is imposed upon 
anyone throwing litter of any kind from 
his automobile. 

"The Highway Department does its 
best, I'm sure, to keep this litter picked 
up, but why should they have to? Why 
should we be paying multiplied thou- 
sands of dollars in salaries to men whose 
job it is to keep the trash picked up 
from our highways when we could be 
enforcing a law which would make such 
employment unnecessary?" 


DEDICATED HIGHWAYS 


Fort Worth Star-Telegram, announc- 
ing ceremonial plans—''Spur 303, the 
newly completed four-lane divided high- 
way connecting south Fort Worth and 
south Arlington, will be dedicated for- 
mally at 10:30 a.m. Thursday. 

Completion of the new highway 
brings to a climax 30 years of effort by 
the Fort Worth and Arlington chambers 
of commerce." 


Fort Worth Star-Telegram, later giv- 
ing details of the dedication, ran a pic- 
ture with this caption—''Snipping a rib- 
bon officially opening Spur 303 are, left 
to right, County Commissioner C. H. 
(Punch) Wright, District Highway Engi- 
neer R. A. Bossy and Mayor Tommy 
Vandergriff."' 


Beaumont Enterprise, datelined Port 
Arthur—''A group of highway leaders 
from the Chamber of Commerce 
Wednesday afternoon inspected a new 
section of Highway 73 that will elimi- 


Highway Commission Chairman Herb C. Petry 
delivers the principal address at the dinner of 
the Joint Meeting of the National U. S. High- 


State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer cuts the rib- 
bon officially opening Interstate Highway 35 from 
the Atascosa county line to Broadway in San An- 
tonio. 

The ceremony took place on the South Loop Over- 
pass. Among Highway Departmenters attending 


way 281 Association and the U. S. 281 Associa- 
tion of Texas. The meeting was held in San An- 
tonio October 9. 


the September 19 ceremony were District Engi- 
neer R. O. Lytton, staff members of District 15, 
the Project Engineers, and Chief Inspector. The 
1917 Liberty truck was driven by Senior Equip- 
ment Supervisor Dick Hughes who will soon retire 
from the Department. 


nate most of the detour now necessary 
in going over the Shortline from Port 
Arthur to Houston. 

“W. E. Simmons, of Beaumont, dis- 
trict engineer for the state highway de- 
partment, and Bill Potter, Port Arthur 
resident engineer, escorted the party.” 


San Antonio Express, with more cere- 


monial news—''Ceremonies formally 
opening 7.3 miles of new expressway 
were held Monday near SW Military 
Drive on the new Interstate 35. 

“Motorists can now move a distance 
of some 13 miles along the expressway 
route without encountering a_ trattic 
light. 

"D. C. Greer, State Highway Engi- 
neer, represented the Texas Highway 


Department at the ceremony. . . .” 


Fort Worth Star-Telegram, previewing 
dedication rites—''The newest leg of the 
North-South Freeway, extending from 
the Rock Island railroad tracks to E. 
Belknap, will be opened with a dedica- 
tion ceremony at 1:30 p.m. Friday. . . . 
The next section of the freeway extend- 
ing north from Belknap and the first unit 
of the Poly Freeway to the southeast 
already are under construction. The 
downtown interchange ultimately will 
connect into E. 4th, E. 5th, E. 6th, and E. 
7th in the central business district." 


IN PROGRESS'S PATH 


Dallas Times Herald, calling attention 
to a memorial which will be relocated 
by the Texas Highway Department— 
Dallas’ most lavish tribute to the Con- 
federate soldier, a 62-foot granite sta- 
tue in City Park, will tall prey to prog- 
ress. 

"The towering obelisk, surrounded by 
four smaller statutes of heroes of the 
Confederacy, is directly in the path of 
the east-west segment of R. L. Thornton 
Freeway. 


IN THE AGGREGATE 


Dallas Morning News, in describing 
the first large-scale use of a burned clay 
road aggregate on a two-phase highway 
development in Sulphur Springs—''As an 
unanticipated benefit, the small size of 
the pellets provided a uniformity of 
road base which made the material hold 
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together better than other types and 
made maintenance before surfacing eas- 
ier, it was said. 

“Engineers from all over Texas and 
some from outside the state have vis- 
ited the highway projects to inspect the 


new materials." 


RIGHT! 


Dallas Morning News, revealing that 
—''Purchase of the first right of way in 
Harrison County for the proposed Inter- 
state Highway 20 has been made, Tom 
Rideout, resident engineer for the Texas 
Highway Department, said Wednesday. 

He indicated that additional pur- 
chases would be made as rapidly as ne- 
gotiations can be completed with land- 
owners. 


Dallas Morning News, editorially sanc- 
tioning the Department's right of way 
activities—''County Judge Lew Sterrett 
has not been critical of the right of way 
buying policy of the State Highway De- 
partment under Highway Engineer De- 
Witt Greer. It calls for strict adherence 
to fair appraisals and open negotiations 
for land to be taken for highway im- 
provements in Dallas and other Texas 
counties. 


SPECULATING 
Amarillo Sunday News-Globe, specu- 


lating on the interstate system monetary 
matters and its financial problems— 

. chances are that motorists will be 
asked next year to pay another penny a 
gallon in federal gasoline tax . .. to 
rescue the 41,000 mile network of in- 
terstate highways from the finacial trou- 
bles that have overtaken it in only four 
short years. 


THE SIGN WILL TELL 


Waco News-Tribune, in a news story 
—'Traffic signals at Highway 6 and 
Bosque Boulevard are to be in operation 
next Friday with a unique warning light 
|,000 feet away. 

"The warning light will advise motor- 
ists driving toward town on Highway 6 
if they have time to make the green 
light or if the light will be red when they 
arrive at the intersection. 


"Traffic Engineer Bob Jolliff explained 
that a special warning was needed be- 
cause the intersection is obscured from 
view in one direction by a low hill. . . . 

"Texas Highway Department complet- 
ed construction of left turn storage slots, 
widening, and traffic channeling on 
Highway 6 several weeks ago.’ 


TOURIST TRACKING 


Austin American, under Dave Shank's 
byline—''Protessional tourist hunters— 
Texas Travel Counselors Conterence— 
recommend a printing of 100,000 copies 
of 1961 maps of the Central Texas High- 
land Lakes region. Association members 
help route something like three million 
tourists’ through Texas each year. Ray 
Beckman, Tourist Division of the Texas 
Highway Department, says the brochure 
already in print ‘is well received but 
isn't available in quantities needed for 
tourists from out of state.’ Highland 
Lake boosters hope to make the region 
as an ‘en route stopover’ for tourists on 
their way to Mexico and the Texas Gulf 
Coast." 


San Angelo Standard-Times, covering 
Tom Taylor's tourism speech to the Lions 
Club—''Head of the travel division of 
the Texas Highway Department, Taylor 
said a half million dollars annually should 
be budgeted to the state advertising 
program to get the project rolling. 


"We must create here the image of 
vacation land, stimulate desire, maintain 
our markets, cultivate new markets and 
enhance prestige among the states that 


have come to be known as vacation 
lands = ane scaid: 


". . . when a tourist spends a dollar 
it benefits every service business in the 
community for the person who benefits 
first will be spending the money in all 
lines of business, said the speaker.’ 


Corpus Christi Caller, echoing the 
above sentiments—''The quickest indus- 
try Corpus Christi can secure to pro- 
duce results is tourists and conventions, 
a Chamber of Commerce official said 
yesterday. 

‘It's an industry without factories; 
a process of importing money earned 
elsewhere and spent here,’ . . ."' 


Roadside Park 
Map Dispenser 


Senior Maintenance Foreman Eugene Munselle, of Tahoka, 
built and erected a birdhouse in his Roadside Park on U. S. 
87 two miles north of Tahoka in Lynn County. But instead of 


birds, it is kept stocked with travel maps. 


Munselle says that the people who stop at the park take 
an average of fifteen maps per day, and so far he has not seen 
any evidence of vandalism, such as torn-up maps. Many people 
have been heard making favorable comments about the map 


box. 
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lron Parts 


for 


Dump Trucks 


Pictured is a method which Senior Equipment Supervisor J. C. McMeans 


dreamed up for attacking the problem of keeping wheel flaps on dump trucks. 


— 


So far, District 16 has put this scheme to work on eleven trucks, most of 
which have been in use for about six months. Original fears that backing into 


stockpiles would damage these flaps and supports have proved groundless, 


Bee oan 


Donald Wood and the installations have been entirely satisfactory to date. 
Senior Radiographic Technician 
District 16 Much of the materials shown was salvage or scrap. I beams came from 


wrecked bridges and were generally 7 inches by 334 inches at about 15.3 pounds 
per foot. In most cases the 3/16-inch plate shown on the drawing was used 
only for the two 6¥4-inch-deep sections directly below the I beam. The balance 
of the sheet used above the I beam and in the flaps was generally either from 


old sign blanks or fourteen-gauge metal. 
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The raised dump body shows mud- 
guard protector for water can. 


This District 7 mechanic's truck is 
equipped with extension rail and 
hoist. 
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The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 
And Here We Is, 


In Texas Yet... 


OY ER THE MIGSRHNALYS 


Comments... from the Traveling Public 


You have the best highways of any 
other state. Your highway through 
Astin, “Interstate; 35, is great We 
have spent 20 winters in the Rio 


Grande Valley. Harry W. Ruth 
Paton, Iowa 


We are Texans (glad of it) and 
take our “home” paper, Abilene Re- 
porter-News. Texas has so much to 
offer and more people would stop and 
look if they only knew WHERE. The 
past few years I have noticed that our 
dear state is awakening to the fact 
that they should let people know. ‘The 
greatest of all states, we should say, 
“come to see US!” Do you think Cal- 
ifornia would get the millions of dol- 
lars each year if they did not make 
a big show? 

If you have any literature on parks 
or fishing or such that you could 
send, I will appreciate them and 
hand them out. 

We are grateful for and enjoy our 
new highways in Texas. Texas is 
really moving and booming—so fast 
we could not half keep up were it not 
for our home paper. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Barksdale 
New Cuyama, California 


I have visited your tourist bureaus 
on several occasions and have found 
them to go out of their way to be 
helpful. They are doing a great job. 

Durant, Oklahoma 


We have just returned from a vaca- 
tion through Oregon, California, Ari- 
zona, New Mexico, Texas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Colorado, Utah, and Ida- 
ho. There was not one state in all of 
these that we visited whose highways 
could begin to compare with those 
of: "Texds. 2 = even..the farm roads 
there surpass the main highways in 
other states. To sum it all up, the 
highway system in the state of Texas 
is outstanding and a word of praise 
to those responsible is, I am sure, 


appreciated. Mrs. James A. Allen 


Moclips, Washington 


I have been away from the office for 
something better than a month dur- 
ing a portion of which I was in Bas- 
trop County. While there I was much 
interested to note that Farm Road 
2336 was being rebuilt and particular- 
ly pleased to see that a sign was in 
the process of being erected to direct 
travelers to Oak Hill Cemetery. 


It was indeed gracious of you to 
cause the Oak Hill Cemetery sign to 
be erected and I can assure you, sir, 
if all our governmental affairs were 
conducted in conformity with the 
standards established by the State 
Highway Department we _ taxpayers 
would be highly pleased... . 

B. B. Sanders 
Dallas, Texas 


Your scenery is magnificent. We 
liked everything and everybody. Very 
friendly people, courteous and help- 
ful. San Antonio sights very inter- 
esting—reliving history lessons. 

Your drivers!!! They are real cow- 
boys and don’t realize others don’t 
expect them cutting in from side 
roads so close, etc. 

Thanks for making it a wonderful 
trip because of your maps of points 
of interest. We would have missed 
so much, as we did in all other states. 
Your “stars at night” are most beau- 
tiful I’ve ever seen. Your roads are 
good. We had a flat and everyone 
stopped to help. 

Nanette Lodge 
Miami Beach, Florida 


Fine roads, and saw very little 
violation of speed laws. 
M. H. Shearer 
Kansas City, Missouri 


Too many Texans exceed speed 
limits and are not caught. 
New Iberia, Louisiana 


You have very good roads and very 
good route marking—a good road 
program. I have been across the state 
several times. We did not like the ex- 
cessive speeds used by Texans—75 to 
85 and higher in 60-65 zones. There 
was no apparent effort to control 
(women as well as men). 

Detroit, Michigan 
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“Te and From Our Readers 


These Changing Times... 


George Garrett, who was Engineer- 
Manager of the Urban Expressway 
project in Fort Worth when he re- 
tired in 1954, was in the office recent- 
ly. As a result of an old-timers pic- 
ture used in TEXAS HIGHWAYS, 
the subject got around to old times. 
Garrett recalls a District Engineers 
Meeting in 1936 at which they argued 
for hours on whether to increase 
wages of Common Laborers from 25 
to 30 cents an hour. 


Employees in their communities . . . 


Temple Ingram, Senior Resident 


Engineer at Gilmer, is serving as 
president of the Gilmer Rotary Club 
this year. Ingram has been with the 
Department since July of 1927, with 
the exception of two years as engineer 
for a contractor on canal work and 
four years as an ofhcer in the Corps 
of Engineers during World War II. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS in the news... 


BETTER ROADS magazine notes 
in their October issue the similarity 
between the September cover of TEX- 
AS HIGHWAYS and Norway’s Trom- 
so Bridge, pictured and described in 
that issue of their magazine. 


NS 


To19gTeIa 
| ADIAAO 


"THERES AN AJAX WEED KILLE2 SALESMAN HEQE To SEE You!" 


24 


About Our Pictures... 


Besides good highways, East ‘Texas 
has a lot of oil wells, as evidenced 
by two of our cover pictures this 
month. On the cover is S.H. 259, 
southwest of Kilgore (it is said one 
couldn't shoot a bullet from Kilgore’s 


heart without hitting a derrick) . 


And inside the front cover, U.S. 
271 sweeps past acre upon acre of 
growth and oil wells. This is north 


of Gladewater. 


Only God can make a tree, wrote 
Joyce Kilmer, but he might have 
postscripted another of nature’s prod- 


ucts 


a cloud. When seen together, 
it’s quite a picture. To wit: our in- 
side back cover, which was taken 


near Palestine, also in East Texas. 


TEXAS HIGHWAY COMMISSION 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. Chairman 
CHARLES F. HAWN Member 
HAL WOODWARD Member 


D. C. GREER State Highway Engineer 


Texas Highways 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in the improvement 
of construction, maintenance, and op- 
eration. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $3.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 35 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 
should be directed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin 14, 
Texas. 


